
ORDER NO. 92-065
WATER RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter
Board), finds that:

NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT
NOVATO AND IGNACIO PLANTS
MARIN COUNTY
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Exceptions to the Basin Plan I2rQhibitions-maytm--considered where the discharger
can show-+H-a1Tet envfrOiilTlental benefit as a result of the discharge, or (2) that
the project is part of a reclamation project, or (3), that the discharge will provide
equivalent protection.

The Basin Plan Discharge Prohibition No.1 states "It shall be prohibited to discharge
any wastewater which has particular characteristics of concern to beneficial uses at
any point at which the wastewater does not receive a minimum initial dilution of at
least 10: 1, or into any nontidal water, dead-end slough, similar confined waters, or
any tributary thereof. ___-------

The Novato Sanitary District (hereinafter discharger) submitted a Report of Waste
Discharge to the Board on December 14, 1979, for the use of reclaimed
wastewater. Waste discharge requirements were issued on April 15, 1980.

The discharge does not receive an initial dilution of 10: 1 at all times. The
discharger's outfall is located in the intertidal zone and is submerged only during
tidal heights of at least 4.5 feet. At lower tides the outfall is exposed and the
water line can range from 1000 to 2000 feet from the end of the diffuser.

An exception to the Basin Plan Discharge Prohibition No.1 is warranted based on
the discharger's operation of a reclamation program described in Finding No.7. The
discharger's NPDES permit prohibits discharge to the Bay from June through

The discharger operates two wastewater treatment facilities, the Novato and
Ignacio plants in Marin County (see attached map). The discharger presently
discharges an average dry weather flow of 4.8 million gallons per day from the
Novato and Ignacio plants into San Pablo Bay, a water of the State and United
States. The treated wastewater is discharged through an outfall about 950 feet
offshore. The wastewater receives biological secondary treatment through the
activated sludge process at the Novato facility and biofiltration at the Ignacio
facility. Both facilities provide tertiary treatment with nitrification towers and
gravity filtration.
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